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For MONDAY, February 9, 1795. 





REMARKS on th RIVER NILE, 
[From Niebuhr’s Travels through Arabia &c.] 


T Know not whether any perfon has yet meafured the breadth 
of the Nile. By a geometrical operation, I found it to be 
2946 feet. Without knowing this meafure, one can form no 
idea of the aftonifhing mafs of water which this river carries 
down, when in its fullheight. The Nile, itis well known, 
begins every year to rife about the middle of June, and con- 
tinues rifing 40 or 50 days; it then falls by degrees, till, in the 
end of May, next year, it is at the loweft. The caufes of its 
rife are now well known. During the hot months of the year, 
rain falls every day in Abyfiinia, and all that rain water is col- 
le€ted into the Nile, which, from its entrance into Egypt, till 
it reaches the fea, runs through a wide vale. It does not rife 
alike high through all Egypt. From obfervations made at 
Geefh, I faw, that at Cairo the full height is at leaft 24 feet 
above its ordinary level, At Rofetta and Domietta it is only 
four feet. But this vaft difference is not furprifing ; for at 
Cairo, the Nile being confined to one channel, between high 
banks, muft neceflarily rife toa much greater height than nearer 
the fea, where it is divided into two ftreams, after running over 
fo much barren ground, and forming fo many lakes. The 
branch upon which Rofetta ftands, is only 650 feet broad; and 
that by Domietta not more than 100. 

As foon as the Nile begins to rife, all the canals intended to 
convey the waters through the country, are fhut and cleanfed, 
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They are kept fhut, however, till the riverrifes toa certain 
height, which is indicated b# the famous Mikkias or Nilome= 
ter in the Ile of Rhodda. ‘This is weil known fo be a bafon, 
in a mofque, having a communication with the Nile, on the 
middle of which ftands a column that ferves to indicate the 
height of the waters of the river. Norden has given a draught 
of it, finer than the original, which is mouldering faft away ; 
for the Turks will not lay out the {malleft expence, even upon 
the moft neceflary repairs. A Schech attends by the Mikkias, 
and gives notice from time to time, of the rifing of the river, 
toa number of poor perfons who wait for the information, and 
run inftantly to publifh it in the ftreets of Cairo, They re 
turn every day, at a certain hour, to learn from the Schech, 
how many inches the river has rifen. And its rife is every 
day proclaimed in publick, till it reaches the fixed height at 
which the canals are permitted to be unlocked ; the ufual tax 
is then paid for the waters to the Sultan, and a good year exe 
pected, 

The canal at Cairo is firft opened, and then, fuccefively, all 
the other great canals down to the fea. The inhabitants of , 
no particular diftri& dare draw. off any part of the water of 
the Nile, although it has rifen to the height that beft fuits 
the inlands ; for this would injure the higher grounds; and 
therefore every body muft wait till the public order be given 
out. There are laws in Egypt, which are ftrictly obferved, 
and which determine the diftribution of the waters, and the 
time when the large and {mall canals are to be opened, 

Between the dyke of the canal of Cairo, and the Nile, a pil- 
Jar of earth is raifed, nearly of the height to which the waters 
of the river are expected to rife. This pillar is called Anes, 
or the Bride, and ferves as a fort of Nilometer, for the ufe of 
the common people. When the waters enter the canal, this 
Bride is carried away by the current. A like cuftom, which 
prevailed among the ancient Egyptians, has fubjected them to 
the imputation of facrificing every year a virgin to the Nile. 
‘The canal is ufually opened with great feflivity, and a con- 
courfe of people. 

Some defcriptions of Egypt would lead us to think, that the 
Nile, when it fwells, lays the whole province under water. The 
lands adjoining immediately to the banks of the river are in- 
deed laid under water; but the natural inequality of the ground 
hinders it from overflowing the interior country. A great 
part of the lands would therefore remain barren, were not 
canals and referyoirs formed to receive water from the river, 
when 
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when at its greateft height, which is thus conveyed every where 
through the fields, and referved for watering them, when occa- 
fion requires. “The water which the hufbandman needs is 
often in a canal much beneath the level of the land which he 
means to water. The water he muft therefore raife to an 
equality with the furface of the grounds, and diftribute over 
them, as itis wanted. The great art of Egyptian hufbandry 
is thus reduced to the having proper machines for raifing the 
water, and enough of {mall canals judicioufly difpofed, to dif 
tribute it. Thefe machines are commonly very fimple; a 
wheel with buckets forms their whole mechanifm. The largett 
are moved by oxen; the {maller by the ftrength of the arm. 

I have remarked that the canal of Cairo is cleanfed every 
year; and it then ferves asa ftreet; for it is never cleanted, 
sill the dyke be ready to be cut down. While the water is 
running in this canal, the houfes about it are very agreeable 5 
but, through the reft of the year, it is a very uncomfortable 
neighbourhood. It is always exceedingly filthy. The infuf- 
ferable fmell, and noxious putridity, which it diffufes around, 
infe& the air, and produce epidemic diftempers. 

No water fit for drinking is to be kad at Cairo, unlefs out of 
the Nile; from which it is brought every day into the city, in 
fkins, upon affes and camels. Under feveral mofques, are 
large refervoirs, in which water is preferved for the ule of the 
public, during the {well of the Nile; for the river is then 
muddy, and its water thought unwholefume. Indeed the water 
of the Nile is always fomewhat muddy ; but, by rubbing, with 
bitter almonds, prepared in a particular manner, the earthen 
jars in which it is kept, this water is rendered clear, light and 
falutary. ‘Theufe of itis generally thought to be the occafion 
of a cutaneous eruption to which the inhabitants of Cairo are 
fubject, at a certain feafon of the year. It is troublefome, but 
does not injure the health. 


With the forezoing Account of the Nile, fome Readers may like 
to compare the following Poetical Defcription of the fame Ri very 
from Thomfon’s Summer. 


« Whence, with annual pomp, 

“ Rich King of Floods! o’erflows the {welling Nile? 
“ From his two fprings, in Gojam’s funny realm, 

“ Pure welling out, he thro’ the lucid lake 

“ Of fair Dambea rolls his infant-ftream. 

There, by the Na‘ads nurs’d, he fports away 

Q2 His 











104 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


« His playful youth, amid the fragrant ifles, 

« That with unfading verdure fmile around. 

«¢ Ambitious thence the manly river breaks ; 

“ And gathering many a flood, and copious fed 

¢ With all the mellow’d treafures of the fky, 

« Winds in progreflive Majefty along : 

¢ Through fplendid kingdoms now devolves his maze, 
“ Now wanders wild o’er folitary tracts 

¢ Of life-deferted fand; ’till, glad to quit 

st The joylefs defart, down the Nubian rocks 

¢ From thundering fteep to fteep, he pours his urn, 
« And Egypt joys beneath the ipreading wave.” 


6 





Remarks on an Affertion frequently appealed to, by fome 
of the political Writers of the Day. 


{From Dr. Aikin’s Letters to his Son.] 


OU may probably have met with the affertion, that “ in 
the {cience of politics, all principles that are f{peculatively 
right, are practically wrong.” This fentence was the fally of 
a witty writer, who is much more diftinguifhed for faying 
lively things than folid ones. Like other paradoxes, it will 
not bear examination. It carries a palpable contradiction on 
its very face; for in a practical fcience, the proof of the re&ti- 
tude of its fpeculative principles is only to be found in their 
agreement with practice. What fhould we fay of a fyftem of 
perfpetive, the rules of which gave every figure falfe and dif- 
torted ; ora fyftem of menfuration, by which no one meature 
turned out right? The reafon affigned by the writer for the 
oppofition between principles and praGtice in the inftance he 
adduces, is, that the principles are founded upon the fuppofition 
that man acts reafonably—which he does not. This remark is 
evidently an ebullition of {plenetic fatire; but were itjult, the 
legitimate conclulion would be, that the principles were erro- 
neous; for if man be really not a reafonable creature, they 
erred in reprefenting him as s fuch. To whatever clafs he be- 
longs, it will not be denied that he is actuated by motives; and 
thefe motives itis the great bufiacfs of thofe who plan fy{tems 
of law and government to difcover. Such fyftems alone can 
be {peculatively as wel! as practically right ; ; and in them the 
theory can no more be at variance with the praQice, than 
caufe with effect. The writer’s affertion, thercfore, isa mere 
fophifm, 
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fophifm, which I fhould not have thought worthy of refutation, 
had I not obferved it triumphantly repeated, as the mature con- 
clufion of a fage in worldly affairs, by perfons who concur with 
him in diflike to appeals to firft principles in this and fome 
other matters. The truth is, they believe man to be pofleffed 
of more reafon than they are willing to allow, and it is his rea~ 
fon that they are afraid of. 





Precautions to be taken againft the Bite of mad Animals, 
and the Hydrophobia, ordered by the French Convention 
to be inferied in the Bulietin, Dec. gth. 


ET the wound and the furrounding parts be firft bathed 
with luke-warm water to take off the flaver as foon as 
poffible. 

Let the wounded flefh be then inftantly cut out with a fharp 
inftrument, or’ cauterized with a hot iron, or with fpirit of 
nitre or vitriol, commonly knowa by the name of aqua fortis, 
and oil of vitriol. 

Let no falfe pity intimidate or ftop the operator ; let him 
confider, that he is faving the patient from a dreadful malady, 
and a certain death. 

Suppuration will be accelerated, and the pain alleviated, by 
filling and covering the wound with a cataplafm of bread and 
milk, applied luke-warm, and renewed every four hours. 

Let the furrounding parts be then rubbed with ftrong mer- 
curial ointment, in proportion to the ftrength of the patient 
and the greatnels of the danger. If the danger be imminent 
and the bites numerous, falivation mutt be excited as quickly 
as pofible. Half an ounce, an ounce, and even more, of 
mercurial ointment, containing one third of mercury, may be 
employed. This vigorous method has been known to recover 
perfons in whom the malady had already appeared. It is alfo 
neccfiary in this extremity, to cut away, burn, or cauterize, the 
flefh around the wound, even although it fhould appear to be 
healing up. It is certain that the wound opens when the hy= 
drupiiobia makes ins appearance. 





An AN ECDOT E. 


1% Sweden, prifoners for debt are confantly liberated 
throughout the domunioas of that crown once a year, % ¢ 
on 
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on Chriftmas-day, the Crown taking upon itfelf to pay the 
creditor his demand; which is, however, ftill feldom at firft 
difcharged in full, but by a compromife. The debtor being 
liberated, the Crown takes pofleflion of all his valuables, 
which are fold at a fair market, and generally at good prices, 
and if the amount is nearly equal to the difcharging all his 
debts, a compliment is made to the debtor to fet him up again 
in bufinefs ; and, if on the other hand, there are little or no 
effects, his future goods, chattles, &c. are made liable-—This 
practice, which commenced with the late reign, among 
other amendments in the conftitution and police of that king« 
dom, has had fuch beneficial effects, that in the year 1768, 
there were 2000 debtors fo liberated ; there were in 1781, 
only 460 deviors freed in this manner; the fhame of an ane 
nual tribunal, which difcovers their names, characters, &c. 
having had one good effect of rendering them induftrious and 
honeit.—Query, Would it not be worth while to try means fo 
fucce(sful. 





An Account of the Ceremony obferved at the Public Entry 
and Audtence of the Turkifh Ambaffador. 


IS Majefty having been pleafed to appoint Thurfday the 
agth of January, 1795, for the ceremony of the pub- 
lick entry and publick audience of his Excellency Yufluf 
Adjiah Effendi, Ambaflador from the Sublime Porte, the Earl 
of Jerfey (the ConduQing Earl appointed by his Majefty) and 
Sir Clement Cottrel] Dormer, Kut. Mafter of the Ceremonies, 
procecded in one of his Majefty’s coaches, with fix horfes, 
attended by fix gentlemen of the Privy Chamber in others of 
the royal coaches, to the Royal College at Chelfea, the place 
from whence his Majefty had thought fit that the proceflion 
fhould begin, where Field-Marfhal Sir George Howard, 
K. B. the Governor, not only allotted the grand apartment 
for the ufe of the Ambaffador, on this occafion, and provided 
an elegant cold collation for his entertainment; but in further 
compliment tothe Ambailador, repaired to the College early in 
the morning, to be ready to receive the Ambafiador in perfon. 
About ten o’clock the Ambaflador and his fuite arrived at 
the Royal College at Chelfea, in his Excellency’s own ceaches, 
where the royal ftandard was difplayed, and his Excellency 
was received with all military honours. 
ie) Alighting 
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Alighting from his carriage, his Excellency was met by 
William Bulkeley, Efq. Mayor of the Royal College, and 
others the military officers belonging to the eftablifhment, and 
conduéted to the Grand Apartment, where Field-Marfhal Sir 
George Howard, K. B. the Governor, made a fhort {peech to 
his Excellency fuitable to the occafion. 

At a quarter after ten o’clock the Conducting Earl 
and the Mafter of the Ceremonies arrived at the College, 
when the Earl of Jerfey made his Majefty’s compliment to the 
Ambailador, and the company fat down to breakfaft; and 
about eleven the proceffion to St. James’s began ia the fol- 
lowing order : 

Six of the Knight Marfhal’s Men, on horfeback, to clear 
the way. 

The Mafter of the Ceremonies coach, with fix horfes. 

The Conduéting Earl’s coach, with fix horfes, in which 
went the Marthal of the Ceremonies. 

One of the Ambaflador’s Ecuyers, on horfeback, followed 
by fome fine Turkifh horfes, brought over by the Ambaflador 
asa prefent to his Maietty from the Grand Signior, very richly 
caparifoned, and led by Turkith grooms. 

A ftate coach of his Me) jefty, in which went the Ambafla- 
dor, the Condu&ting Ear th 1e Maiter of the Ceremonies, and 
Signor Perfianni, Firtt a ‘preter to the Ottoman embafly : 
kiche of the Ambaflador’s footmen walking, four o@ eacis 
fide the carriage. 

A leading coach of his Ma jetty, with fix horfes, in which 
went Mabmoud Raif Effendi, Secretary to the Embatlyy 
bearing the Ambaflador’s letter of credence, in a rich, bag; 
and Mr. Lufignan,- his Majetty’s Interpreter ; Four of. the 
Ambaflador’s footmen, walking g» two on cach fide the. care 
riage. , 
A leading coach of her Majefty, with fix horfes, in which 
went tuiree of the Gentlemea of the Piivy Chamber, ap- 
pointed to attend the aud.eace. 

A leading coach of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales, with fix horfes, in which weat the three other Geutles 
men of the Privy Chamber. 

A leading coach of Mis Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, 
rith fix horles. 
A leading coach of his Royal Highnels the Duke of Cla- 
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rence, with 1ix horfes. 
A leading coach of his Royal Highnis the Duke of Glou- 
Ceiler, with fix horles. 


bbe 
iv 








108 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The Ambaffador’s coach, with fix horfes, in which went 
three of the principal perfons belonging to his Excellency’s 
fuite. 

Several coaches of the nobility, each drawn by fix horfes, 
clefed the proceffion. 

In this order the proceffion moved on from Chelfea College 
to the gate of St. James's Park adjoining the Queen’s Houfe, 
and proceeded up Conftitution Hill, along Piccadilly and St. 
James’s-ftreet, to the Palace, where his Excellency arrived at 
half paft twelve, and alighting at the palace gate, was received 
by Hugh Bofcawen, Efq. the Knight Marthal, (having his 
baton of office in his hand) and the Marfhal of the Cere- 
monies. 

The foot guards on duty were drawn up in the Court-yard, 
and their officers faluted the Ambaffador as he paffed on to the 
Litdle Council Chamber ; where notice being given by one 
of his Majefty’s Gentlemen Ufhers that his Majcfty was 
ready, the proceflion moved forward to the audience in the 
Great Council Chamber, (where, on each fide, were ranged 
the band of Gentlemen Penfioners) the Gentlemen of the 
Privy Chamber going before the Conducting Ear], and the prin- 
cipal perfons of the Ambaflador’s fuite before his Excellency, 
the conducting Earl being on the Ambaffador’s right hand, 
andthe Mafter of the Ceremonies on his left. His Excel 
lency was received at the door of the Guard Chamber, 
in the abfence of the Earl of Aylesford, Captain of the 
Yeomen of the Guard, by James Roberts, Efg. Lieutenant of 
the Yeomen of the Guard, who conducted the Ambaflador to 
the door of the Privy Chamber, where his Excellency was re- 
ceived by Vifcount Falmouth, Captain of the Band of Gene 
tlemen Penfioners, who conducted his Excellency to the door 
of the Great Council Chamber. 

At the door of the Great Council Chamber his Excellency 
was received by the Marquis of Salifbury, Lord Chamber- 
lain of his Majefty’s Houtehold, who taking the right hand 
of the Ambaflador, and the Earl of Jerfey, with Sir Clement 
Cottrell Dormer, taking the left, his Excellency, dreffed in 
his habit of ceremony, and wearing the turban called Chas 
raffant, (which is only worn by the Minifters of the Sublime 
Porte) was conducted up to the throne, making three profound 
reverences, which his Majefty was pleafed to return in the 
ulual maner. 

‘The Ambaffador then made a fhort fpeech to his Majefty, 
which was interpreted to his Majetty by Signor Perfianni; 
9 and 
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and his Majefty was pleafed to anfwer the fame in Englifh, his 
Majefty’s anfwer being interpreted in the Turkifh language by 
Mr. Lufignan, his Majefty’s Interpreter. 

The Ambaflador, in the courfe of his harangue to his Ma- 
jefty, took from the Secretary of the Embafly his letter of 
credence, and kiffing the fame, prefented ittohis Majefty, 
who immediately delivered it to Lord Grenville ; and, after 
his Majefty’s reply tothe Ambaflador, he prefented to bis Ma- 
jefty the Secretary of the Embafly, and the principal perfons 
of his fuite, all of whom were received moft gracioufly by his 
Majetty. 

The Ambaflador then retired, making again three reverences 
to his Majefty as he withdrew from the audience, and was 
reconducted with the fame ceremony to the Little Council 
Chamber, to reft himfelf till her Majefty was ready to receive 
him; of which notice being given by one of her Majetty’s 
Gentlemen Ufhers, the Ambailador proceeded to the Queen’s 
apartments, and was received at the door of her Majelty’s 
Guard Chamber by William Price, Efq. her Majefty’s Vice- 
Chamberlain, and at the door of the Room of Audience by 
the Earl of Morton, Lord Chamberlain to her Majefty, and 
fo conducted up to her Majefty by the Earl of Morton, Wil- 
liam Price, Efq. and Sir Clement Cottrell Dormer. 

The Ambaflador, after his audience of the Queen, went to 
the drawing-room to pay his Court to their Majefties; and 
having previoufly defired that the royal coaches might not be 
kept waiting to carry him back to his own houfe, returned 
home after the drawing-room in his own coach, 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For JANUARY, 1795. 
4 SKETCH of th YEAR 1794. 


HE events of the day, however interefting from proxe 
imity of time, are {een only as feparate and folitary facts. 

As time advances, the moft important of thefe may be brought 
into approximation, and fitted in a certain order and relation to 
each other. It is poffible to catch fomewhat of the character 
of a month ; and {till more that of ayeare The events of a 
year become lefs and lefs interefting as they recede from our 
view=—they retire in perfpective. And hiltory becomes more 
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and more general, until it record no more than the mot 
ftriking revolution, whether natural or moral, and thofe princi- 
ples, paffions, and modes of thinking and a€ting, that form the 
character of ages. The records of the day furnifh matter 
for monthly retrofpe&s, monthly narratives to annual regifters, 
annual regifters to the hiltory of reigns, and thefe, in the lapfe 
of ages, only a few occurrences to the general and philofophi- 
cal hiftorian, who, pafling over what is peculiar to individual 
Kings and courtiers, is attentive only to whatis at all times in- 
terefting to human nature. 

In the year 1794, as for two years before, the great centre 
of motion in the affairs of Europe was France. ‘The French 
nation, loofening all the ancient bonds of government, and 
aiming, or pretend to aim at the eftablifhment of focial order 
on the bafis of morality, and particularly the natural equality 
and rights of man, threw all things into anarchy and wild and 
inhuman uproar in their own country: But, in their con- 
du& and operations refpe&ting other countries, manifefted the 
higheit degree of genius and of courage; exhibiting, on the 
whole, an unparalleled aflemblage of public exertion and pri- 
vate profligacy, and every {pecies of depravity and excefs,— 
They difgraced the caufe of liberty, and fhewed how quickly 
mankind would relapfe into barbarifm, if freed from the falu- 
tary reftraints of laws and religion. All principle, all faith, 
all natural affetion, feemed to be banifhed from the minds of 
thofe who were moit active in the management of public af- 
fairs; and all things were involved in diftruft, fear, oppreffion, 
rapine, and frenzy. 

The Convention, in general, was fuch as the vileft of the 
people, now brought into play according to the downward 
progrefiion of civil commotion, by whom they were formed 
and directed ; or, if they attempted to exert an authority of 
their own, it was found fufficient to command the perpetra- 
tion of crimes, but not to reftrainthem. ‘The moft perfec 
tyranny was difguifed under the mafk of revolutionary ar- 
dour. And anarchy feemed, according to the nature of ex- 
tremes, to have run intodefpotifm. Robefpierre, at the head 
of certain committees, for the firft fix months of the year under 
review, ruled France with a rod of iron. Thirty millions of 
people feemed to have been one neck, over which was fuf- 
pended the axe of the guillotine. The enormitics of Roe 
befpierre rcufed an indignation and defpair that fent him to 
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After the death of the diftator the Convention were more 
at liberty than they had been to declare the voice of the peo- 
ple, and the fentiments of nature, with an inclination to peace, 
began to return. It was alfo remarked, that the revival of 
humanity and generous feeling among the French kept pace 
very exaétly with the progrefs of their arms. Nor was this 
any thing elfe than what was to be expected of human nature. 
The French were defperate and ‘favage in proportion to ap- 
prehended danger. After the Germans penetrated into Cham- 
pagne, they murdered the King. After the Englifh and Spa- 
niards had obtained poffeffion of Toulon, they murdered the 
Queen. Toulon is regained ; the Germans and all the allies 
are driven beyond the Meufe and the Rhine ; and the fero- 
city of the French die away with their terror. And this con- 
ducts our view to their military operations, which, in the midft 
of internal diftraction, were conduéted with the utmoft ability, 
and the utmoft vigour. The Convention called to their aid 
all the refources of the arts and fciences, natural and moral ; 
they foftered and inflamed the enthufiafm of the people in all 
the different quarters of the empire; and they oppofed with 
fuccefs numbers and zeal to the difciplined valour of their 
enemies. It is not the defign of this {ketch to enter into par= 
ticulars. They penetrated into Italy and Spain; they effected 
for a time, and we hope but for a fhort time, what the French 
Kings have aimed at for a century and an half—they made the 
Rhine the eaftern boundary of their empire. 

The greater part of the European powers, alarmed at the 
political maxims and the progrefs of the French, were united 
in hoftile refiftance to principles and a@ions that threatened the 
deftruction of all eftablifhed governments; but in their con- 
duct, as a common body, they difcovered the ufual unfteadinefs 
and imbecility of political confederations. A general and fin- 
cere fympathy with the royal family of France pervaded all 
Europe ; but what gave birth to the confederacy of Pilnitz 
was nota concern for the monarch, but formonarchy, Louis 
XVI. was doomed to die by a majority of only five voices, 
To have brought over three members of the Convention, 
therefore, by a humane diftribution of money, would have 
faved the life of that good prince. If the power of money 
can feduce men from doing what is right, is it not able to 
draw them off from doing whatis wrong ? 

The plan laid down for condu&ting the campaign of 1794 
was, to affail France at one time. One army was to pene 
trate into Alface, and to lay fiege to Maubeuge; a fecond to 

R 2 befiege 
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hefiege Lifle ; and a third to move onward, between both, to 
Paris. The defection of his Pruffian Majefty, for which the 
fituation of affairs in Poland afforded a plaufible pretext, but 
who had never been zealous, or even fincere, in the common 
caufe, and who had fhared, as is believed, in the plunder of 
France, fruftrated the plan of the confederacy, by drawing off 
one of ‘the three armies deftined to act againft that kingdom, 
for the defence of the Aultrian Netherlands 3 for which pur- 
pofe, however, as has been already mentioned, they were not 
fuficient. The Auftrians, with their Britifth and Hanoverian 
allies, were flill animated by a high {pirit of vengeance and of 
glory. Atno period did their military valour appear with more 
diftinguifhed luftre. Although a fhameful diffipation and ir- 
regularity was permitted, not to fay encouraged, in the Britifh 
army, their bravery was never called in queftion, But all 
their efforts were overborne by the reiterated attacks of the 
French, who acted on a comprehenfive fyftem, calculated to 
make up for adverfe accidents, and ultimately to fecure the in- 
tended effect. It was unfortunate for the allies that they did not 
act on fome fuch plan as might have controlled accidents, by 
fuppofing and comprehending them ; nor open their eyes to the 
new phenomenon of the moft powerful and refined nation on 
earth, ftarting into arms, and uniting the ardour of a nafcent 
republic, with all the arts of an ancient and polifhed nation. 
To have left this people to their own internal diflentions would, 
perhaps, have been the foundeft policy ; though, on this point, 
men of fenle as well as candour are divided. 1f war was inevi- 
table, the confederates might have drawn as tight a cordon as 
poflible around the common enemy, intercepted their foreign 
fupplies, and cut off their commerce; but, in all other re- 
fpzéts, it would have been wifdom to have acted on the defen= 
five, and fuffered the mighty mafs to which they were oppofed 
to have weakened itfelf by expanfion, But to advance to that 
mals of armed men, and fight them on their own ground ; to 
attack a great army with {mall and feparate detachments 5 was 

certainly a meafure nct founded on military philofophy. 
Having thus taken a general view of the confederacy, we 
procced to a furvey of the particular members of which it 
was compoled; their interc{ts, paffions, views, and natural 
refources. In Great Britain afpirit of jealoufy, animofity, and 
indignation, againft the French throughout the nation, but 
patticularly among men of large eftates, who trembled at the 
idea of equality, and fraternifation, ftill prevailed; and that 
fpirit the court was at pains, by various means, to cherifh and 
to 
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to increafee—The doftrines of France and Thomas Paine, the 
great apoftle of democracy, made no inconfiderable progrefs 
in different manufacturing towns, as well as in the capital, and 
juftly alarmed the vigilance of government. Indictments 
were laid by the grand jury of Middlefex againit a number of 
men for treafonable practices. The crimes imputed to the 
prifoners of ftate were to be proved, not dire@lly, as the laws of 
this country require, but conftructively and by inference. The 
acquittal, therefore, of thofe men, which proved the unrivalled 
excellence of the conftitution and Jaws of England, gave 
general and lively fatisfaction. Adminiftration were accufed 
of an eagerne({stofpread alarms. It muft be allowed, however, 
that, in times of danger, it is difficult to knew how to ad. 
Lenity and feverity are alike dangerous, The former is often 
abufled; the latter draws after it popular odium, and, when in- 
tended but not inflicted, a degree of ridicule and contempt. 
In fome cafes feverity renders popular difcontents more formi- 
dable. In Scotland one exa:ple was made of the punifhment 
awarded by the law to treafon. Certain perfons condemned to 
exile, by the Jufticiary Court in Scotland, were ordered by the 
miniftry to Botany Bay*. ‘They died on their paflage. 

On ber natural element Great-Britain flourifhed greatly in 
commerce, and was not altogether deficient or unfuccefstul in 
naval enterprife. New conquefis were made in the Welt Ins 
dies; and the reduction of Corfica furnifhed a convenient 
harbour to our fleet and merchantmen in the Mediterranean, 
But what was of more importance than all thefe, was, the 
brilliant and decifive victory obtained by the Englith navy 
under Lord Howe, on the 1it of June; a victory which ful- 
tained, amidft various difafters at land, the f{pirit with the cha- 
racter of the nation; and which, among other good effects, 
had its influence, no doubt, in compoling difierences, and 
bringing about a treaty of commerce and amity between 
Britain and America. It appears fomewhat parodoxical, but 
itis neverthelefs true, that the difcomfiture and retreat of the 
Britith troops from Flanders fhould have kept up, and even 
raijed, the price of Britifh ftocks. ‘The dangers which threa- 
tened, and have fince overtaken Holland, drove many Dutch 
families, and others, to take refuge, with their wealth in Ene 
gland. Inthe courfe of this year the prime minifter ftrength« 


ened the hands of government by a coalition, that is, by tharing 
public 


* Bya ftretch, or rather a mifconception of the law of Scotland, 
as Mr. Adam has clearly demonttrated. 
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public offices with what is cailed the Dukeof Portland’s party. 
There is danger, it was faid on one fide, in fupporting meafures 
rather by the force of numbers, than the influence of reafon ; 
for that kind of fupport, while it prolongs the conteft, often 
renders its termination more violent and difaftrous than it 
would have been if timeoufly abandoned. It was obferved, on 
the other, that, according to the obfervation of Lord Belhaven, 
iz one of his fpeeches to the Scottifh Parliament on a motion 
for uniting the two Britifh kingdoms, that unanimity, in even 
weak meatlures, is bettcr than the wifeft fyftem of a@ion now 
adopted and now abandoned. In cafes of extreme danger the 
coalition of parties is the utmoft effort of patriotic virtue and 
political wifdom. 





AT the requeft of our Plymouth Correfpondent we have inferted 
the following prayer, which has been pretty generally circulated 
in that town and neighbourhood : And, as its intention is with 
a@ more general object than merely of a local nature, we hope it 
will not be unacceptable to our numerous readers. 


Jo the TRULY PIOUS of every DENOMINATION. 


F; the prefent interefting moment of public affairs, while the 


inhabitants of this town are awakened to behold the cala- 
mities of war, in amore peculiar manner, from their fituation, 
as kving in one of the great arfenals of the kingdom; it ought 
not to be offenfive to any one to fay, that the foliowing para- 
graph might, with great propriety, be incorporated in their 
daily-prayers, and form a very proper part both of their private 
and public devotions. 





O Father of Mercies, and God of all Peace ; thou who 
haft the hearts of ail men in thy difpofal, and like rivers of 
waters turneft them whitherfoever thou pleafeft ; look gra- 
Cioully, we pray thee, upon the diftracted ftate of mankind at 
this time, and fo order and directall things by thine infinite 
wifdom, that they may ultimately terminate to thy glory, and 
the good of men. Infufe, we pray thee, principles of truth, 
equity and humanity into the councils of princes; and true re= 
higion, concord, and brotherly kindnefs among the inhabitants 
of the earth. May fovereigns rule by thy fear, and fubjets 
become obedient through thy love; and give us to fee the 
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dawn of that happy day, when war fhall ceafe, and there {hall 
be no more hurting or deftroying in all God’s holy mountain, 
Preferve, we befeech thee, O Lord, thefe long favoured iflands 
from foreign invafion, and from internal calamities ; and may 
the Britifh Ifrael be now and evermore the refidence of thy 
Holy Spirit, the redeemed of thy love, the care of thy bleffed 
Providence, and the temple of thy praife; that all the nations 
of the earth may know, that we are thy people, and have the 
Lord for our God. Amen. 





An ANECDOTE. 


Yr; the late gallant a&tion between the Alexander and five 
& fail of French menof war, a Britifhtar, who was fta- 
tioned near his brave commander, had the misfortune to have 
one of his legs fhot off at the knee, which Admiral Bligh 
himfelf took up and threw overboard, and immediately or 
dered the feaman to be carried below, to have his wound 
drefled. When the aétion was over, and the Alexander had 
ftruck, Admiral Bligh humanely went down to vifit thofe 
brave fellows who had been wounded in the engagement, and 
to fee that proper care was taken of them, where he obferved 
this man who had loft his leg, and enquiring how he found 
himfelf, the tar replied, ** Cheerly, your honour; and I hope 
I thall furvive this little lop that I have got, if it is only for 
the fatisfa@tion I fhall have bringing an action againft your ho- 
nour.” * Againft me !” replied the Admiral. “ Yes, your hoe 
nour,” rejoined the tar, ** fora ufelefs expenditure of the 
King’s property, in throwing the buckle, fhoe, and ftocking 
overboard.” The Admiral replied, with a fmile, “ My 
brave fellow thou fhalt never want either while I live.” 


4 CURIOUS DISCOVERY. 


OWARDS the latter end of laft month, as one of the 

men belonging to Mr. Wooller, gardener, of Waltham 
Abbey, was digging the ground on which that ftru&ture reared 
its head, and which is now converted into gardens, his {pade 
ftruck upon a ftone ata fhort diftance below the furface. 
The man fufpefting fomething extraordinary to be concealed 
there, called his fellow-labourers, who, after having removed 
the earth, difcovered a large antique coffin of white free-{toney 
aealuring 
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meafuring upwards of fix fect in length, and two feet and a 
half in breadth, and about three feet indepth. Having knocked 
off the cement, and lifted up the lid, they found another coffin 
of lead inclofed in the former, on opening which, they beheld 
in it the remains of a dead body quite pulverized, and covered 
with a complete leaden coat of armour, and itretched at full 
length. By the fide of the armour lay a globular fubftance 
refembling chalk, which being {plit in two with the {pade, 
emitted a very offenfive fmel!, The coffin bore no particular 
mark or infcription, and is between five and fix inches thick. 

They are fuppofed to be the remains of a Danifh chief, and 
the globular fubftance his bowels embalmed. Our antiqua- 
rians will remember, that a few years ago, a coffin of the fame 
defcription was dug out near the fame ipot. 





An ANECODOT E, 


HE Arabs are not quarrelfome; but when any difpute 
happens to arife amongft them, they make a great deal 
of noife. Ihave feen fome ot them, however, who, although 
armed with poignards, and ready to itab one another, were 
eafily appeafed. A reconciliation was inftantly effected, if 
any indifferent perfon but faid to them, ** Think of God 
and his prophet.” When the conteft could not be fettled at 
once, umpires were chofen, to whole decifion they fubmitted. 
The inhabitants of the eaft in general ftrive to mafter their 
anger. A boatman from Maikat complained to the Governor 
of the city of a merchant who would not pay a freight due for 
the carriage of his goods. The Governor always put off 
hearing him, till fome other time.. At laft the plaintiff told 
his cafe coolly, and the Governor immediately did him jultice, 
faying, I refufed to hear you before, becaufe you were intoxi- 
cated with anger, the moft dangerous of all intoxications.— 
Notwithftanding this coolnefs, on which the people of the eaft 
pique themfelves, the Arabs fhew great fenfibility toevery thing 
that can be conitrued into an injury. 


A4REFLECTION.,. 
NTEREST contains fo aétive and fubtle a poifon, that 


affection, the moment it is joined to it, is corrupted, and at 


length extinguifhed, 
EXEMPLARY 
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EXEMPLARY MODESTY 


N acurious fermon, preached by William Nailour, in the 
year 1674, isthe following paflage: “ When the Grand 
Seignior lay dying, and they afked him about his fucceffor ; he 
demanded thereupon, “ Will there be any world when I am 
dead ? 





An ANECDOT E. 


HE late Dean Swift, of eccentrick memory, once 
preached a charity fermon at St. Patrick’s church, in 
Dublin, the length of which difgufted many of his auditors; 
which coming to his knowledge, and it falling to his lot foon 
after to preach another fermon of the like kind, in the fame 
place, he took efpecial care to avoid falling into his former 
error: His text was, “ He that hath pity upon the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which he hath given, will he 
pay him again.” The Dean, after repeating his text ina more 
than commonly emphatical tone, added, “ Now, my dearly- 
beloved brethren, you hear the terms of this loan; if you me 
the fecurity, down with your du/.” It is worthy remark, thz 
the quaintnefs and brevity of this fermca produced a very 
large contribution. 


Anfwer, by T. Pearce, of Camelford, to T. Geach’s Charade, ine 
Je rted November 10. 


O on! MACBRIDE! thy courfe purfus, 
And to thy biows add laurels new ; 
O’erwhelm thy foes, Froth victories gainy 
And fix thy empire onthe main ; 
Hibernia views thy conquelts won, 
And pleas’d exclaims, ** Behold my fon,” 

t*t We have received the like anfwer from J. Stevens, of 
Plymouth; W. Brewer, and a volunteer cf Taunton; Joh a 
Bodkin, of Heathftock; R. Reta lack, W adel bridge; ip 
cles, of Exon; Mary A. B.and J. Bulgin, of Cafi tle C arey 5 
N. Coles, and W. Hawkins, of Crediton; G. R. near Saint 
Auttell; Juventus, of Piymouth Dock; J. Coliins, of Uit- 
culen ; and J. Hill, near Helfton. 

Vor, XXV, 626, > Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by P. Hoare, 9 f Stoke Climfland, to F. Bulgin’s Charade, 


inferted November 17. 


HE town is RINGWOOD jou conceal’d, 
T As I have plainly here reveal’d. 

$4 We have received the like anfwer from N. Coles, and 
W. Hawkins, of Crediton; J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; J. W. 
of Frome; T. Geach, of Wadebridge; R. I. of Gorran; 
J. Collins, of Uffculm; Juventus, Piymout h Dock; R. Re- 
tallack, of Wadebridge; W. S. of Ivy! ridge 5 Mary A. B. 
of Cattle Carey; J. T. of Ringwood; M. Long, and Wil- 
liam Brewer, of Taunton; and G, S. near St. Auftle, in 
Cornwall, 





4 REBUS, éy T. Pafmore. of Beer. 


NE thoufand and one, Gents, to fifty conned, 
And five hundred more, Sirs, you’ll quickly detect 5 
A good difpofition you'll certainly find, 
When what | have mention’d is rightly combin’d, 


ene ee ee ——— o_ - 


A REBUS, by F. Bulgin, of Caftle Carey. 


HAT poet’s name, dear Sirs, you muft define, 
Whofe works will to remotelt ages fhine ; 

And next a valiant Greek you muft explain, 
Who by old Priam’s beauteous fon was flain; 
And next, my worthy Sirs, you muft explore, 
A very painful, dangerous, running fore ; 
A town in Cornwall, Sirs, mult now be found, 
Whers love, and loyalty, and peace abound; 
And next the place’s name mult be exprefs’d, 
Where you and I do take our natural ret ; 
Find out the bird who takes his airy flight 
sieneath the fkies, in midft of gloomy night; 
And now,kind Sirs, to find my next and laft, 
Find out the very time that’s gone and paft : 


Th’ initials join they'll eafily difplay, ? 
An initrument a humble fervant plays, 
‘Le pafs the melancholy hours away. § 


6 POETRY 
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On WINTER. 


OARY winter! 
here, 
All its difmal figns appear ; 
Wide around each naked tree, 
Stripp’d of all the leaves, we fee 
Flora’s painted pride is dead, 
Nature, drooping, hangs her 
head ; 
Dufky clouds obfcure the fkies : 
Hark! the northern blafts arife 
See, the naked branches bend 
Down the feather’d flakes de- 
fcend. 
Pale the face that nature wears, 
Snowy white alone appears. 
Yonder, fee, the flcecy breed, 
Wont on dewy grals to feed ; 
Dig amidit the driven fnow, 
For the frozen herb below ; 
Round the cribs the cattle crowd 
Lowing for their food, aloud. 
Now the treafur’d fore tatte, 
— reward for labour patt. 
ow the fport{man fhooting goes 
Ancle-deep in driven fnows, 
And, with well directed aim, 
Purlues, and kills the feather’d 
game. 
Now, no more, the tuneful 
throng 
Pleafe with their melodious fong 
But, all hhiv’ring, feck around, 
What {cant mortel can be found. 
Love, no more, their notes in- 


now is 


{pire, 
Winter, chills their genial fires; 
Nor, with Sol’s reflected beam, 
Sparkles now the filver ftream ; 
But, in icy fetters, ty’d, 
Ceafes both to purl and glide. 
Scarce my pen my hand can 
hold 
While I write, benumb’d with 
cold, 










































Now, my mufe, forego thy lyre, 
Scenes like thefe no more infpire 
Sullea winter ceafe to fing, | 
Wait to hail the jocund ipring. 
Sydling, Fan. 17 1795. 





Jo MEMORYY. 
AIL, kind reflorer of de- 


parted hours, 
Thou only foftener of my deep 
defpair ! 
Still, {till attend with all thy. 
foothing powers, 
And bring the idol of my 
worfhip here ! 


With this I’ll trace the paths her 
fleps have trod, 
And every once-lov’d object 
recognize : 
Damp with my falling tears the 
unconf{cious fod, 
And {well the gale with una- 
vailing fighs. 


es, faithful mirror! oft in thee 
I view 

The form of herI live but to 
adore: 

Trace back the time, that, ah! 

too fwiltly flew, 

And gaze on her whofe lofs I 
now deplore. 


Ofc I recall, to raife my droop- 
ing heart, 
The magick {weetnefs of that 
heavenly {mile : 
For at this diftant hour it can 
impart 
A charm that e’en my forrows 
can beguile. 
The 





izo0 THE WEEKLY 


The gentleft beam that marks 
he opening morn 
Cannot in foftnefs with that 
{mile compare : 
The radiant glories that fucceed 
the dawn 
In her expreflive eyes more 
mild appear! 


Oh fancy! let me fhare thy 
pleafing aid, 
And bear me quickly to thy 
votary’s feet ; 
Drefs in her native {miles the 
lovely maid, 
And let her heart wit 
than pity beac! 


h more 


But donot tell me that another's 
arms 
Shall ever clafp the idol of 
my heart— 
why this fudden 
thefe dire alarms, 
Vhile e’en thy comforts 
threaten to depart ? 


Oh bufy Memory, can thy 
power beltow 
A gleam of comfort on a 
wretch like me? 
Canift thou exiit and not in 
my woe? 
Ah fly, and leave my mourn- 
ing ipirit Jree! 


Ah! 


pang, 


creafe 


Boe ent deft: oyer of my 
peace 
W tere fhall I fly 
anguith free? 
How thal! I bid this aching tu- 
mu!t ceale, 
How live——bereft of every 
good in thee? 


Say>..1 


to refit from 


W. 


4a ELEGY. 


yon 08" pile, with 
N‘ iy overtprea: 

by the rivulet? 5 peace- 

‘perfaadiog 

Where ileeps the moonlig 
yon verdant bed— 

Oh humbly prefs thac confe- 

craicd ground ! 


iounc , 








ENTERTAINER. 


For there does Edmund reftew 
the learned fwain ! 
And there his pale-ey’d phan- 
tom loves to rove: 
Young Edmund, fam’d for each 
harmonious train, 
And the fore wounds of ill-re- 
requited love. 
Like fome tall tree, that fpreads 
its branches wide, 
And loads the zephyr with its 
foft perfume— 
His manhood bloffom’d, ere the 
faithle(s pride 
Of fair Lucinda funk him to 
the tomb. 
But foon did righteous Heav’n 
her crime purfue: 
Where’er, with wilder’d fteps 
fhe wander'd pale, 
Still Edmund’s image rofe, to 
blaft her view— 
Still Edmund’s voice accus’d 
herin each gale. 
With keen remorfe and tortur’d 
guilt’s alarm, 
Amid t he pomp of affluence 
fhe pin 'd; 
Nor all . od lur’d her faith from 
Edmund’s name. 
Could foothe the confcious 
horrors of her mind. 
Go, trav’ller! t ell the tale with 
forrow fraught 5 
Some lovei iy mi tid, perchance, 
or blooming youth, 
May hold it in remembrance, 
and be taught, 
That riches cannot pay for 
love or truth! 


———$—$—$—$ $n 


On the BUTTERFLY. 


JARNAS ot AN butterfly! 
with ardent wing, 


fair bofom of each flower 





ny toil, and tranfient 
be my Alig nt, 

I wave my colours in the eye of 
light ; 

Tho’ imall the glory of the 
fportive race, 

Pleafure, the hues of beauty, 
(till may trace. 


Eee 





























































